
Grace Bottomly

From: Regina Prunty [rprunty@vt.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2003 12:19 PM
To: Dennis Kerns
Cc: Grace Bottomly
Subject: West Nile Task Force Update

Dennis:

The task force has continued to meet. Our most recent meeting was on
Monday, May 12th. There are a couple of items I wanted to bring to your
attention.

1. The Health Dept. has asked each locality to consider adding an
ordinance related to the abatement of standing water. I am not certain if
King George has anything in the code concerning this or not. We were given
a couple of examples from Roanoke, Fairfax and Norfolk. The
City(Fredericksburg) has an ordinance in place to require property owners
to remedy situations where standing water collects and causes a mosquito
breeding area such as non-functioning swimming pools. The rationale behind
this is in the event of a major problem with West Nile and mosquitoes the
locality would have some measure to require property owners to eliminate
standing water. Without something on the books it is my understanding you
would have no way of forcing a property owner to eliminate such sites. A
presentation "Enforcement Authority" was given by one of the city's
employees, John Walsh. I have a copy of his slides as well as his
powerpoint presentation on a CD if you would like to see it. He also
offered to come and talk with any of the localities about this. Would you
like to see the samples or what is your pleasure on this item?

2. As of Monday, May 12th, there have been no positive birds found in PD16
yet. 36 dead birds have been reported with 14 of those submitted for testing.

3. We have an Education subcommittee of the Task Force that is working to
put out press releases and other educational efforts. There was an article
on April 29th on West Nile and the Task Force in the Free Lance
Star. Press releases are planned to be released about every month at least
relating to mosquitoes and prevention of West Nile.

4. I am not certain if other county departments get inquiries about what
to do with dead birds or not. Should I send out a memo to all the
department heads alerting them to the procedures in dealing with calls and
who the callers should be referred to?

5. I have obtained an additional supply of the mosquito prevention and West
Nile leaflets from the Health Dept. and am in the process of distributing

those.

6. The Environmental Supervisor with the Health Dept., Mike
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